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1. background
Access to education for refugee children and the youth remains a critical challenge, especially in tertiary education. There are approximately 3.8 million refugee youth of relevant age for tertiary education globally, and due to the protracted nature of forced displacement, there is a situation where many refugee youth complete their basic education outside of their country of origin and require access to further skills development, training, and tertiary education to continue their education journey. 

It is clear, that post-secondary education, is an essential pathway to developing skills, building livelihoods, and transitioning to self-reliance. Research indicates that knowledge of tertiary education opportunities is one of the most significant motivating factors for refugees to complete their secondary education. Therefore, expanding inclusive tertiary education for refugees, to enable access on the same conditions as nationals, is key for gaining economic, social, and political benefits of tertiary education for refugee and host community youth.  

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) asserts that the provision of full cycle educational opportunities is essential to humanitarian responses aligned with development goals and approaches.  The main outcomes we expect to see from refugee access to tertiary education are; increased Social cohesion, enhanced livelihoods, increased gender equality and wellbeing and aspirations for the future. In 2019 UNHCR and partners set the goal to achieve 15 per cent enrolment of refugee youth in higher education by 2030 – the 15by30 target..  In recent years, however, the nature of humanitarian response has changed, enabling tertiary education to play an instrumental role in humanitarian action.

According to data from UNHCR, in 2023, 35 per cent of refugee children were not attending primary schools and 59 per cent of young refugees had no access to secondary education. While data on refugee access to higher education remains incomplete, it is estimated that just 7 per cent of refugee youth worldwide were accessing higher education as of 2023, compared to a global average of 42 per cent.  Higher education is increasingly recognized as an indispensable goal for sustainable development. Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 4 aims to provide inclusive and equitable quality education for all, at all levels.    

In Addition to UNHCR, UNESCO's work is also aligned with Target 4.3 of SDG 4 which aims, by 2030, “to ensure equal access for all women and men to affordable quality technical, vocational and tertiary education, including university.”  It promotes the exchange of knowledge, research and innovation and equips students with the skills needed to meet the changing labour markets. For students in vulnerable circumstances, it is a way to economic security and a stable future.  
15by30 Roadmap: Expanding Higher Education, Skills and Self-Reliance for Refugees (unhcr.org)
What you need to know about higher education | UNESCO

2. Scope of Work 
Its integral to have communication regarding the importance of tertiary education access for refugees (including for the communities that host them), as well as a recognition of the costs of not providing education opportunities and solutions for refugee youth, but also to have an enhanced coordination across the tertiary education ecosystem, and more importantly enabling improvements in data collection in this area.  Ultimately the review would support a having a better understanding of why governments and donors should prioritize and invest in tertiary education for refugees in Jordan. 
The scope of work should analyze what exists linking tertiary education and improved social inclusion of refugees, improved economic outputs and economic contributions, improved gender outcomes and protection outcomes (e.g. such as preventing early marriage or adolescent pregnancy), and Prevent school drop out, chid labour. Also with focus on youth identity development , national security, regional and global..  Analysis will encompass grey literature, on available evidence of tertiary education outcomes- what evidence exists which can tie investments in tertiary education for refugees with the outcomes outlined.  The final deliverable will support in producing a policy briefing that feeds into the donor community in Jordan.  Scope be focused on Jordan, and expanded to broader MENA if relevant.
The research questions are as per below;
· Evidence that outlines what impact investing in tertiary education has for refugees and host communities 

What evidence exists on the importance of investing in Education, tertiary education, in particular and how it can contribute to overall poverty reduction, social cohesion and economic stability both for host country and also global economy? 
· What are the costs of inaction? Youth unemployment is an impediment to economic growth and a driver of fragility and social unrest. This widens inequality gaps and causes market efficiencies when talented, but disadvantaged, young people do not fulfil their human capital. Education is a tool to support vulnerable conflict-affected children have increased resilience with in the host country and globally?
· What lessons learned and best practices could Jordan and the international community at large draw from in the role tertiary education plays?  

The evidence will focus on Jordan and relevant MENA countries, and will be geared towards the below key outcomes;
· Social cohesion
· Economic contribution to the host community 
· How tertiary education links to opportunities in third countries
· Gender equality e.g. preventing early marriage and adolescent pregnancy
· Impact on well-being for refugees

3. Methodology
· Evidence review of available evidence from Jordan and the MENA 
· Grey literacy review of available grey literature on tertiary education program outcomes (academic, TVET)
· Evidence that outlines what impact investing in tertiary education has for refugees and host communities 
4. Geographic focus
· Mainly Jordan focused while drawing evidence and comparative insights from other relevant countries where applicable
· Relevant MENA countries with high refugee populations will be selected by the consultant after doing the initial desk review. Country’s chosen context need to be aligned as closely as possible to the Jordan context 

	


5. Expected Outputs & Deliverables 

· Rapid evidence and literature review report of impact in investing on education/tertiary education on refugees, as well as recommendations
· 5-10 pages
· Develop an additional one-pager executive summary which is drawn from the main report  
· Final deliverable would input into Policy Briefs for discussion with Donor and Development community as well as Government
	


6. Duration of assignment 
· Output to be delivered by 10 working days after TORs have been approved 

7. Response Team Composition
· Main consultant will be an Arabic speaker who has regional experience – recommendation
	
	


8. Costing
· Rapid assignment – 10 working day Request

9. Quality assurance and Approval
· This ToR will be written by Helpdesk Lead: Selamawit Alemayehu and reviewed by Technical and Research leads: Jeff Dow, Ghalia Kawwa and Silvia Diazgranados Ferrans and reviewed and approved by FCDO/UNHCR. 
· Final output deliverable will be Quality Assured by IRC and UCL and final approval by FCDO.
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